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"This is among the boldest and most 
accomplished statements from one of the 
world’s exemplary filmmakers... 
 
SCREEN INTERNATIONAL 

 
 
"A masterpiece" 
 
THE ROLLINGSTONES 
 



NO BEARS
a JAFAR PANAHI picture 

NO BEARS portrays two parallel stories of love. 
In both, the lovers are troubled by hidden, inevitable obstacles,  
the force of superstition and the mechanics of power. 

CAST 
Jafar PANAHI
Naser HASHEMI
Vahid MOBASERI
Bakhtiyar PANJEI
Mina KAVANI
Reza HEYDARI

WRITER, DIRECTOR Jafar Panahi
PRODUCER Jafar Panahi

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Amin Jafari
SOUND DESIGNER Mohammadreza Delpak
SPECIAL ADVISOR Nader Saeivar

Iran / 2022 / 107’ / 1:85 / 5.1 / Farsi / Drama, Political thriller

THE NEW FILM 
FROM THE 

DIRECTOR OF

3 Faces (2018)
Cannes Competition  

WINNER of Best Screenplay

Taxi Tehran (2015)
Berlinale Competition

WINNER of Golden Bear

Closed Curtain (2013)
Berlinale Competition 
WINNER of Best Script

Offside (2006)
Berlinale Competition
WINNER of Jury Award

Crimson Gold (2003) 
Cannes Un Certain Regard 

WINNER of Jury Award

The Circle (2000)
Venice Competition

 WINNER of Golden Lion 

The Mirror (1997)
Locarno Competition 

WINNER of Golden Leopard

 The White Balloon (1995)
Cannes Directors’ Fortnight 
WINNER of Camera d’Or

TRAILER

PRESS BOOK

https://youtu.be/ET9JtKgN3AA
https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/uploads/pdf/films/No-Bears_Press-Kit.pdf
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"Jafar Panahi is a humanist, fascinated and forgiving of 
the world. He has, moreover, the instincts of an 

entertainer”.  
 

DEADLINE 
 
 

"Every new Jafar Panahi movie feels like a small 
miracle... This may be his best and most defiant work 

from this period. It’s also the most poignant". 
 

CNN 
 

“No Bears,” a haunting, sorrowful story about 
being and belonging, place and displacement… 

Here, borders are at once imagined and 
terrifyingly real… 

 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 



 
 

 
" Panahi is among the world’s great filmmakers refusing 

to be silenced by authoritarian rule." 
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 

 
 

“A work of astonishment!” 

ROGER EBERT.COM 
 
 

"Lovingly-crafted autofiction…" 
LITTLE WHITE LIES 

 
 

"The Iranian auteur crafts what might be his most 
powerful work yet in exil... ". 

THE WRAP 
 

"Simple but militantly engrossing ‘No Bears’ comes to 
grips with the thin line between art and reality" 

THE FILM VERDICT  



 "A heroic acceptance of responsibility and a 
refusal to flee, made all the more poignant 

by the director’s subsequent real-life 
incarceration with a sentence of six years". 

SIGHT & SOUND 

"When the definitive book on dissident filmmaking 
is written, it will have at least several chapters and 

a lengthy appendix dedicated to Iran’s Jafar 
Panahi…inventive Illuminating autofiction builds to 

a tragic new twist" 
VARIETY 



 

Economical, elliptical and altogether 

haunting…a film that knows what it’s doing 
– and surprises us at those moments when it 

reveals its larger design. 
 
SCREEN INTERNATIONAL 
 
 
 

"Best new discovery (of Venice)  
The Maiden by Canadian director Graham 

Foy, which starts out as a laid-back slacker 
study but takes a left turn to somewhere 

eerily dreamlike". 
 

THE GUARDAN  
(JONATHAN ROMNEY) 

 



THE MAIDEN
a GRAHAM FOY picture 

A perfect summer day ends in tragedy, weaving a cosmic connection 
between three suburban teenagers. Best friends Colton and Kyle float 
the river, trade dreams, and spray-paint in the local ravine. Like the boys, 
Whitney explores the ravine, seeking solace by writing and drawing in her 
diary. But when her best friend abandons her, Whitney disappears. The 
kids’ lives swirl with natural wonder and beauty, but darkness and death 
loom not far behind. The discovery of Whitney’s diary transports us to a 
mirror world. A magical ravine. A paranormal encounter. The return of a 
dead black cat. Is this a dream? The afterlife? Once deeply connected, 
are we ever really alone?

CAST 
Marcel T JIMÉNEZ
Jackson SLUITER
Hayley NESS

WRITER, DIRECTOR Graham Foy
PRODUCERS Daiva Zalnieriunas, Dan Montgomery

THE NEW FILM 
FROM THE 

DIRECTOR OF

AUGUST 22, THIS YEAR 
(short 2020)

Cannes 59th Semaine 
de la Critique

New York Film Festival 
‘Currents’

Festival de cine Black Canvas 
WINNER of Youth Jury Prize

Vancouver International 
Film Festival Official

Festival du nouveau 
cinéma, Montreal

Stockholm International 
Film Festival

Morelia Film Festival

Festival Cinemartinique

Festival Curta Cinema 
de Rio de Janeiro Canada / 2022 / 117’ / 1.85 / 5.1 / English / Drama

PRESS BOOK

https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/uploads/pdf/films/TheMaiden_pressbook_9.pdf


 
 

 
 
"Transcendent and organic all at once. While the 
performances are raw, Foy and cinematographer 
Kelly Jeffrey blend them seamlessly into an aesthetic 
that is casually beautiful and elusive…“The Maiden” 
comes across as a real gift." 
 
MOVABLE FEST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Goes much further than we imagine…This first film is 
a promising and moving success." 
 
LE POLYESTER (FRANCE) 
 

 
 

"A memorable piece of filmmaking that 
drifts into the surreal with its dreamlike 

images and visionary occasional score" 
 

FILMUFORIA (UK) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"An intensely atmospheric meditation on 
friendship, grief, and both the pains and 
wonder of being an outsider, The Maiden 

is a haunting work that lingers". 
 

THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
 

“Striking poignance…Foy asks us to slip into the thought 
processes of a teenager where time is flexible and can easily 
fold in on itself…the strongest feeling is one of longing for 
connection, not just to another human but to the natural 
landscape, the textures of which are captured beautifully.” 
 
EYE FOR FILM (UK) 
 



 

 
 
 
 

"A potentially major directorial voice — one that manages to 
articulate and amplify” 

 
TORONTO STAR 

 
 
 

"Pervaded by a magical realism that puts everything we 
know into question...all the atmosphere of being a 

dream…when the credits begin to scroll a mixed feeling of 
relief and anguish grips the viewer...Not to be missed." 

 
HOT CORN 

 
 
 

"Best Canadian Film: The final sequences, when Kyle and 
Whitney, the two lost teens, meet in a poetic space more in 
tune with Garcia Marquez’s Macondo than Calgary, are truly 

remarkable and presage an exciting career for Foy” 
 

CLASSICALFM (CANADA) 
 

"Foy’s vision is a formalist one, and he 
shows a confident hand in making his 
debut…Foy has created a beautiful, at times 
haunting, tale of friendship and grief…”  
 
ICS (INTERNATIONAL CINEPHILE SOCIETY) 
 
 
"The vision of this first-time director 
fascinates and intrigues" 
 
CINEMATOGRAPHO (ITALY) 
 
 



 

"Best new discovery (of Venice) 
Luxembourg, Luxembourg, a gentle, goofy but caustic 

comedy about identical twins hitting the road, by Ukrainian 
director-to-watch Antonio Lukich". 

 
THE GUARDIAN (JONATHAN ROMNEY) 

 



LUXEMBOURG 
LUXEMBOURG 
an ANTONIO LUKICH picture 

There are many beautiful places to die. Luxembourg is not one of them.  
But beautiful or not, Luxembourg makes dying very expensive. 

When twin brothers hear that their long-absent father is sick in Luxembourg, 
they go on a mission to locate him. Will the man they find be the bad-ass father 
that they remember?

CAST 
Ramil Nasirov
Amil Nasirov
Natalia Gnitii
Luidmyla Sachenko
Doris Maidaniuk
Karyna Cherchevych

WRITER, DIRECTOR Antonio LUKICH
PRODUCER Vladimir Yatsenko, Anna Yatsenko

THE NEW FILM 
FROM THE 

DIRECTOR OF

My Thoughts Are Silent 
(2019) 

Karlovy Vary IFF 
WINNER 

Special Jury Award 
Raindance Film Festival

WINNER 
Discovery Award

Minsk International Film Festival, 
WINNER Youth on the March 

Competition
Odessa International Film Festival

WINNER Audience Award, 
FIPRESCI Award for Best Ukrainian 

Film, Award for Best Acting
Ukrainian Film Academy Awards

WINNER of Best Film, Best 
Screenplay, Best Actress, and 

Discovery of the Year
Ukrainian Film Critics Award 

WINNER of Discovery of the Year 
(Antonio Lukich) and Best Actress

WINNER of Ukrainian Pravda 
Award – Artist of the Year – 

Antonio Lukich Ukraine / 2022 / 105’ / 1:85 / 5.1 / Ukrainian, German / Dramedy PRESS BOOK

TRAILER

https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/uploads/pdf/films/LUXLUX_PK-17-08.pdf
https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/uploads/pdf/films/LUXLUX_PK-17-08.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keQEs4tL_FM


 

“Antonio Lukich’s second feature is a boisterous, bittersweet saga about twin brothers…deftly 
poised between jocularity and heart-ache…There is a Scorsese-like snap and swagger to the 

prologue. Snaking, fast-flowing camerawork boosts the energy level…Strong international 
interest should follow the high-profile launch of Venice and Toronto premieres….”" 

 
SCREEN INTERNATIONAL 



 
"Lukich makes sure the audience is having fun, keeping “Luxembourg, Luxembourg” running at a snappy clip with some particularly wily cinematography from 

Misha Lubarsky where the right zoom or angle really brings a punchline home." 
MOVEABLE FEAST 

 
"Luckich's love of silent comedy is everywhere". 

EYE FOR FILM 
 

"...Lukich is smart enough to go against the grain…the simplicity of boyhood is captured in the dynamic, vibrant energy of the way these brothers move 
through the world…" 

CINEMASCOPE 
 

"A personal and very touching story about fathers and sons" 
TAXIDRIVERS 



AN ALI BEHRAD PICTURE



Cabourg Film Festival

Around the World in 14 
Films Festival

Morelia International 
Film Festival

Edinburgh International 
Film Festival

São Paulo International 
Film Festival

Florence Middle East Now 
Film Festival

Bucharest International 
Film Festival

Jakarta 
World Cinema Week

IMAGINE
Night in Tehran. 
A daydreaming cab driver falls in love with a woman
he can’t have, leading to a series of encounters,
filled with mystery and fantasy.

CAST 
Leila HATAMI (A Separation)
Mehrdad SEDIGHIAN

WRITER, DIRECTOR Ali Behrad 
PRODUCER Javad Noruzbegi

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Alireza Barazande
EDITOR Emad Khodabakhsh

an ALI BEHRAD picture 

IN SELECTION TEASER

PRESS BOOK
“A memorable 

ride...an 
atmospheric

meditation on
love and longing”
- Screen Daily

“A new wave
of Iranian

cinema is set
to burst out of

Cannes...
powerful,

fresh films.”
- Variety

Iran / 2022 / 78’ / 1.85:1 / 5.1 / Farsi / Romantic Pop Mystery

https://vimeo.com/706937895
https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/uploads/pdf/films/IMAGINE-PressBook-ENG-Final-6Mai.pdf


“The witty seesawing between driver and passenger is the biggest triumph of Ali 
Behrad’s ‘Tasavor (Imagine’)…  The script cleverly intertwines moments of giggle-
inducing comedy and heart-rending vulnerability, and in this balance, Leila Hatami 
— from “A Separation” fame — particularly excels. 
- The Playlist

“The electricity of chance encounters and the hopelessly swooning spirit of night-
time adventures…Imagine encourages the viewer to embrace the story’s air of 
mystery…to create one’s own meaning out of the narrative…What’s especially 
appealing about this mood piece is the opportunity to fill in the blanks yourselves” - 
Screen Daily

“A siren song of travel and daydreams woven together by Leila Hatami’s 
incandescent beauty and Mehrdad Sedighian’s charm.”
- Gala Croisette

“A romantic, “pop” and contemporary road movie, full of mystery and fantasy: two 
characters, love at first sight, a driver and his passenger, the amazing Leila Hatami, 
discovered in A Separation...” - Les Visiteurs du Soir

“Ali Behrad’s many audacious shots link together to energize the confined 
space of the taxi. The  impeccably mixed sound, including the ambient sound,  
immerses us beautifully  in nighttime Tehran, and the poetry as well as the 
humor of the dialogue attach us to the two main characters, both excellent”. 
- CST, Gilles Gueillet

“A ‘coup de coeur’... Tasty, subtle and 
humorous dialogue tickles the viewer 

throughout.” 
- Ouest-France

“Iranian cinema once again proves its 
inventiveness
and poetry…”
- Le Bonbon

“Graceful and delicate” 
- Accréds



UK CRITICS LOVE 
HIT THE ROAD 

“Lovely, beautifully composed debut feature 
drenched in a subtle but urgent political 
meaning... An irrepressible defiance and comic 
energy bubbles under every scene”
– The Guardian *****

“Irresistible... A witty, often laugh-out-loud funny 
road movie” – The Times *****

“Panahi Jr has also made a miraculously 
accessible piece of entertainment here”
– Daily Telegraph  *****

“An intimate, frequently funny, poignant and deeply 
moving piece of work”
– Cine-Vue *****

“This is a hell of a debut from Panah Panahi... The 
tragi-comic tone is juggled skilfully” -
 Empire magazine ****

“Reminds us of the beauty in kindness, 
compassion, self-sacrifice and family love” 

– Rolling Stone UK ****

“Crowd-pleaser... The mood can be uproarious, the 
movie brimming with absurdist fun and honeyed 
Iranian pop — but darkness always feels just an 

inch off-camera” 
– Financial Times  ****

“An absolute charmer” 
– Daily Mail ****

“Assured, darkly comic debut…”
– Little White Lies *****

“Has an ambition and humour all its own... The 
road movie made new” 

- The New Statesman
 

“Soulful Iranian answer to Little Miss Sunshine” 
- Metro



HIT 
THE ROAD
A chaotic, tender family is on a road trip across a rugged landscape, but to where? 
In the back seat, Dad has a broken leg, but is it really broken? Mom tries to laugh 
when she’s not holding back tears. The kid keeps exploding into choreographed 
car karaoke. All of them are fussing over their sick dog and getting on each others’ 
nerves.

Only the mysterious older brother is quiet.

CAST 
Hassan Madjooni - Dad
Pantea Panahiha - Mom
Rayan Sarlak - Little Brother
Amin Simiar - Big Brother

WRITER, DIRECTOR & PRODUCER Panah Panahi
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Amin Jafari
EDITOR Ashkan Mehri & Amir Etminan

Iran / 2021 / 93’ /  1.85:1 / 5.1 / Farsi

a PANAH PANAHI picture 

Selected by over 50 
festivals including:

Cannes Directors’ Fortnight
New York Film Festival

Karlovy Vary International Film 
Festival

BFI London Film Festival
WINNER of Best Film 

Mar del Plata International Film 
festival WINNER of Best Film 

and SIGNIS Award
Singapore International Film 

Festival WINNER of Silver Screen 
Award, Best Film 

Luxembourg City Film Festival
WINNER of Audience Award and 

Critics Award 
Red Sea International Film 

Festival WINNER of Jury Prize 
Around the World in 14 Films 
Film Festival WINNER Basis 

Berlin Post-production Award for 
Best Directing 

Valladolid International Film 
Festival - Zurich International Film 
Festival - Tokyo FILMeX - Singapore 
International Film Festival - Taipei 

Golden Horse Film Festival - Mostra 
de Sao Paolo - New Horizons Film 

Festival, Poland - Tallinn Black Nights 
Film Festival, Estonia - Viennale 

International Film Festival - Mexico 
Ficunam - Jeonju International Film 
Festival - Goteborg Film Festival - 

Rotterdam IFF...

TRAILER

PRESS BOOK

https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/hit-the-road
https://www.celluloid-dreams.com/uploads/pdf/films/Hit-the-Road-Press-book-ENG_2021-07-11-093317.pdf


“Masterful. A filmmaker that both honors his father’s ongoing 
legacy, and inaugurates his unique, very own voice.” 
– Tomris Laffly, Roger Ebert.com

“A bittersweet family drama and thrilling escape story all at once” 
“A beautiful tender comedy.”– Eric Kohn, IndieWire
 
“The anxious uncertainty of life in exile embeds itself in a tender 
and tragic tale of an Iranian family’s journey. An act of tender 
devotion and a fearful launch into space.” 
– Dave White, The Wrap

“A seamless comedic affair. Perfectly meshing the aimless 
and the heartfelt in a consistently amusing travelogue.” 
– David Cuevas, In Review Online

“Damn near being a masterpiece” – Cinevue

“As if we’re watching a Persian Little Miss Sunshine”  
– The Hollywood Reporer



HENGAMEH PANAHI - FOUNDER & PRESIDENT 
hengameh@celluloid-dreams.com 
+33 6 11 96 57 20 

EMMANUEL LIBET - FINANCE & ACCOUNTING 
accounting@celluloid-dreams.com 
+33 6 71 14 86 41 

LAURENCE BERBON - LIBRARY BOOKINGS 
laurence@tamasadistribution.com 
+33 6 98 47 21 05 

PASCALE RAMONDA - FESTIVAL BOOKINGS 
pascale@pascaleramonda.com 
+33 6 62 01 32 41 

ROMAIN MILLON - SERVICING 
romain.millon@bulk-films.com 
+33 6 11 27 33 03 

The Celluloid Dreams label is home 

to a collection of over 300 award- 

winning films by celebrated filmmakers 

from around the world, many of which 

have been selected recently by A-level 

festivals. Please visit our website and 

discover these titles. 

 
 
 
 

PARIS OFFICE 
2 Rue Turgot 

F-75009 Paris 

INFO@CELLULOID-DREAMS.COM 
WWW.CELLULOID-DREAMS.COM 
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